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AUTOPHONE MUSIC
“A STRIP IN TIME”

Gary G. Stevenson

CH'DT TOO LONG AGO, while looking for hand-cranked organeties, 1
came upon & Symphonia on the shell of an antique store near Springficld,
Missouri. After buying this rather broken-down Symphoaia arganetie, 1 asked
the pwner o keep his eye open for other self-playing organs, for 1 would be
interested m them in any condition. He told me he had an odd harmonica
squeeze box that did not waork, brought me to a back room of his shop and
showed me a cardboard box Glled with pans, He told me he had owned the
machine for quite a while and was not sure how it was put together.

After looking over the contents 1 bought the box of dusty parts. We
talked a short while longer and I started oul the door with the Symphonia
and Avtophone parts. When | twrned 1o say goodby, the owner had reumed
1o hiz shop. In a moment he appeared with another old box, this one full of
orginal Avtophone music strips. He wld me these went with the box of
paris, but he had forgotten where he had put them. [ almost had mot
purchased the box of Aulophone paris because of the price, but T was glad T
did after seeing the music strips.

When I returned home, I contacted Carl Semon in Elk Grove, Hllinois, to
talk to him aboul my new scguisition, Carl mekes recut rolls for variouws
organeiies, 30 1 asked him to send me lists of his recot Symphonia and
Autophone music, When T received them, T combined his Awophons list
with the list 1 had compiled of my own sirips. One inleresting point soon
became apparent — none of our stap numbers exceedad Mo, 313,

After receiving my combined lisi, Carl wrote back saying, *1 would
asswme that the Autophone, being one of the carliest, if nod the first
organete, was quickly ourdated by all the others which fodlowed.” This, we
felt, was enough evidence for us to propose that only abowt 300 different
Aulophone music strips were ever punched by the company.

Dur theory was tested almost immediately. In the Silver Anniversary
Collecrion, (Musical Box Society International, 1974) an article on roller
organs appeared on page 393, The author, Mr. Larry Givens, stotes that,
“by 1883 the Autophone Company had issued nearly a thousand different
musical selections for the 22-note Autophone . . " There was also an article
in the Spring, 1974 Bufledn, (Vol XX, Mo, 4, page 220) called Local
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Hiztories as Source Material, That information wazs found in a book called
Tthaca and iis Resources, which did nol give an original publishing date
ather than the nineteenth century. The information given in this book must
be questioned, based on the fact that of my 179 strips and the 97 of Carl's,
one would think that st leest one strip would have & aumber highar than 3173,
i in fact & thousand strips had been made by 1AR3, (Ome thing to keep in
mined, however, is that a boast in those years may today be misunderstosd as
fact. )

After the 1974 Bulleiin article was published, another piece of the
Autophone puzele surfaced. In 1975 MBS0 member Paul Wilkinson
shared his Autophone music catalogue with the Society (Bulletin, Yol
XXI, No, 1, p. 39) and for the first time in many years an Autophone
catalogue was published. The music was divided into rwo categories: sacred
music was listed from song No. | to Mo, 86, and populer airs from Ko, 101
to Mo. 255, Mo songs are shown from No, 87 to No. 100 on this list,
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originally compiled by The C.E. Wendell Co., of Albany, Mew York. At the
end of the Wendell Company list is this foctnotes “other songs will be
wdded.”

Mr. Howard Fitch provided me with another Autophone muesic-strip
catalogue that shows more songs were added. This catalogue, lent 1o us by
Mr. Glenn W. Grabinsky, adds ten more sacred strips and 87 more popular
wirs, This list of squecze-box music stnps again comes rom a Mew York
state company. This makes three different Mew York cities used as part of
e Autophone Company's history, Some of my stnips glso came from two
places in Buffale, New York: the S.A. Chubbuck Autophone and busic
Company, 19 Main Street, Room |; and Arthur T, Melzon Autophone and
Music, 317 Main Street, Room 6. Were they both there at the same time or
were they one and the sameé company with different owners?

Some of Carl's sirips came from the [ollowing places: The John H.
Stredrers Book and Music Store, No, 268 W, Water 5t., and W.P. Parker,
Agi. 41 Oneida Street, both in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and 1.H. Erb, 92 E.
Randolph at 27 5. Dearborn 5t., Chicage, Mlinais,

As vou will see in the list at the end of this anticle, some of the strips
appear to be of Scandanavian origin. They were bought by Carl and John
Bermhardt from Clags Friberg in Copenhagen. These original, new, old-
stock sirips are marked “The C.W. Skinstrom, Hémebrogade 23 Hj, af
Blangoardsgade, Kpdbenhvn, N.” The music shop names are marked on
strips along with other bits of information. In the accompanyving phodo are
some of the different sifps in my collection to show their markings. Thesc
marks indicate the strip tithe and price in American cénts. The prices varied
from one distributor o another. For instance, “Rescue the Pershing™ shows
22/10 on my strip, No. 22 at 10 cents. The Wendell catalogue lists this song
at 12 cents and the Barber Company sold it for 9 cents. Price dilferences
could have come about because of bulk buving, differences in profil margin,
of 4 drog in demand. The Barber catalopue appears (o be the latler of the
sources for this aniche,

Cly one of my strips came with & patent date marked on it In the
accompanying phote, No, 281 “Owver the Ganden Wall™ shows a date of
December 3, 1378, This indicates the inventor, Mr. Henry Horton, mude an
improvement on his original patent dated Oeiober 30, 1877,

Following is a list by number of the Autophone strips knewn (o exist and
thase shown in the catalogues. 1 invite Autophone collectors w challenge my
theory by submitting the names of sacred songs between 87 and 100 or
popular airs numbered higher than 342,

Perhaps some response article could give titles owned by other oo
llzctors, so that the Society will be able w compale a complate lsting of all
the songs produced by the Autophone Company.

The songs listed here are keved for ownerships Carl Semon’s strips are
marked with a dagger ( ¥ ), Howard Fitch's are marked with a double dapgger
($ ). and the author’s strips are marked with an astenisk (%), Those withot &
symbal are listed in one of the catalogues referenced carlier.
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AUTOPHONE MUSIC STRIPS

22-note Scale:

ALAE B C DD EFG A A BLCD D ETF,G A A= CD

SACRED MUSIC

1 Balerima®*

Z 1 Beed Thee Every Hour®
3 Antich®

4 Mearer My Home ¥

£ Menoah

fi Mearer My God to Thee t
7 Rhing®

B Aamencn

Loving Kindnesz ¥

Hodd the Fori#
Mendon-Suwanne River®
Hosrton

Louvan®

Ewen Me

Hweet Hous of Praver
Ithaca®

Gialden Hill

18 Come o Jesus

19 81, Thesmas®

0 Gaker s the Rivert

21 Rilver Street®

22 Rescue the Pershing®

23 Dennis

24 Pass Me Notd

15 Shidand

Ziv I'm Coaning 1 the Croas®
17 halian Hymn

18 Pull for the Shoro

% Bewlab Laed t

My Cleas o Thee™

31 There'll be Jow

53 Hes for the Wearyt

53 ok of Ages

34 Shaning Shore

35 Oid Hundred

36 Cink*

37 Pleyel's Hyme*

38 Spanish Hyem

13 Webh

4 Portugeess Hymn

4] What & Friemd We Howe in Josust
42 Hame over There

43 Marching Alomg

Eel

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

69

44 Hallekajah, “tis Done T

45 Greonland™s ley Moustam
& Woeri®

47 Hail ¥isgin, Dearest Masy
48 Mow [ Lay Me Down o Sleep
4% 1 Lemg 1o ke There®

0 Only an Armor Bearer

A1 Rise and Shing®

A3 When the Swallews Homeward Fly
53 We Shall Meet Them®

54 Precious Mame#

35 Coronglion ¥

56 Ring the Bellx

57 0, Do Mot Be Ddscousaged®
38 Duke Sareet

59 He Leadeth Me®

) Qrward Cheistian Soldicrs
61 Wil You Meet Me a1 1tbe Fountaie™
62 Joyfully®

53 Ewvontide

il Warthing

65 The Gete Ajar for Me®

66 T Lave 1o Tell the Swory

6T The Cirear Physician

68 There is Life for a Look®

69 Murembarp®

T Autusn (Spanish Melody )™
T1 Broweell*

T2 Havden's Moming Hyma

T3 Gulde Me O Thou Great Jebavah
T4 Oaer the River®

TS5 Pralm EY, { Haalf)

TG Psalm 119

TT Weary of Earth

T8 Jesus of Mozarcth Passeth By
75 What Shall the Harves: Be?
BO Just As I Am

£l Mury amd Mariha

K The Lord L5 My Shepherd
B3 Today the Savior Calls

Bd My Besutiful Direarm

BE Yield Mat 1o Tempiation

#6 Greenville




POFLILAR AIRS

100 Auld Lang Syned
102 Listen uo the Mocking Birdt £
103 Raby Minet
104 Boamie Elcise®
104 Blue Bells of Sootlamd®
106 Momey Missk®
107 Girandifather's Clock, snd Chosas ¥
108 When | Was a Lad (Pinafose)®
10% Hoeme, Sweet Home t 3
110 Farewell My Own [Finafone)®
11l Sewsnge River
112 Little Bultercup (Pinafore)
113 Sweet Hye and Bye
114 Last Fose of Summer#
115 Annie of the Vale
116 Figher's Hompipe
117 Autophone Polka®
118 Giirl | Left Behind be®
11% Ellen Bawne
13 Rehin Adairt
131 Die Washr am Rheint
122 Cisderela Walz ¥
123 Murtesschmors®
134 Howrs Thar Were, Waltz®
125 Abscheid®
126 Ah! So Pore (Manha)™®
127 Der Lancimann t
128 O Kesmosky Homet
129 Yankes Doodle®
130 Traumerei®
131 Bemnig Dicon®
132 Swiss Wallz
133 Trigsh Wasker Woman®
134 Speed the Plough®
135 Then You'll Remember Me
{ Bohemian Girl)
136 MNetde Moore®
137 Nancy TIl*
138 Johe Broamt
139 Arnie Lauris*
140 Tramp, Tramp®
141 O Uncle Mad
142 Rally Hourd the Flag#
143 Cagliostro Wallz Mo.3 [Simuss)®
144 He Iz an Englishmanm ( Pinafore®
145 Merry Maiden and the Tar [ Pirafare®
146 Farewell 1o Erin®
147 Soots Wha Hae®
148 (Fer the Sea | Pinafore)®
149 Dem Ciolden Slippers ¥
150 Eileen Alanna*

151 Inhaca March*
132 Preaty Jang®
153 When the Com [« Waving®
1534 Wearing of the Green®
153 Marching Through Georgin
156 Camee Bnck to Erin
157 Moming Joumal's Walle, Mo, 4
158 Oine Thoussnd ard One Mights Walke,
Mo, 3*
Manuscript Wale, Mo, 4%
The Approach of Speing Walie, Mo [*
Lewp Year Walez, Na, 1*
Giesndsmotbes's Chairt
Red, White and Biug t
Old Black Joe¥
Coming Through the Rye®
Dearest Muoy®
Eonnie Klue Flagt
Forest Calen Waliz ¥
There's n Light im the Window®
Bnbées on our Block®
Diixie
Full Moon Unicn
Taks Back the Heart™
Take This Letier to My Maother ¥
Wait for the Wagon®
Flawer froen my Mother's Grave
Nelly Gray t
Cheer, Baye, Cheert
Theeme {rom Mozen®s 12th Mass*
Rosalie the Praire Flowes®*
181 Pirates Chorus™
182 Hagi! the Angels Sweetly Singing
183 54 Pairick’s Day#
184 Scoich Lossic Jean®
185 Sacret Love
185 Mailuigle®
18T Tyroler Eind®
1S Qld Woades Rocker
189 Slavery Days®
1) Sewe Thae My Grave's Kept Greent
1l Gaihering Shells from the Sea Shopet
192 Jas Furwahr, Martho*
193 Racquer Galop
1 Wove I’ Amour®
193 Secrer Lowve, Mo, 2%
1'% Dar asn Honey on Dese Lips®
19T There's Music in the Air*
198 Jamie's on the Stormy Sea®
1% Marseilluise Hymn
N Twinkle Little Sinr, or
Sizeg M= ail the Bars®™
2] Cradie’s Emply, Baby™s Gone

159
160
16l
[
162
I
16s
L
16T
163
(L]
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
n
7%
"
140
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202 Free That Reed Galop*

203 Fauncy Drancers®

20 Schubert’s Proise of Tears®

2015 Siar Spangled Bammer

204 Darling Bessic of the Lead

207 Little Foolsteps

208 In the Eye Abides the Hear®

200 Lisde Maggie May*

210 G Save our Presidesn

211 Take M Back 1o Home and Mother

212 The Torpedo and ihe Whale ({Olivette)®

213 Mentsches Vaolksliad

214 Dhown Amsoeg the Sugar Cnme

215 Matalie the Maid of the Mill*®

216 Love's Greeting Galop®

217 CHt im the Sailly Might*

218 | Drreamit | Draelt in Marble Halls

219 Don'’t be Angry with Me, Drasling

I3 The Bamjo now Hangs Silent an
e D™

221 Andante, from the 10th Sonata
{Beethoven)

121 Andante, from 12th Sonala

X231 Adlagio, from fith Sonsta®

224 Policeman’s Chorus {Piraics of
Penzance)

225 The Whip-peor-will's Songt

226 Meaher Deasest Raise my Fillow

22T Poow odd Robinsns Crosne®

228 Lardy Dah Galop*

129 Songs Without Words, Mo, 4
[Merdelssahm)

230 Songs Without Words, Mo, ¥

231 Don't You Hear the Baby Crying?

232 How Can I Leave Thee™

133 Reverse, Dreaming of Angels

234 Mary Ann, 11 Tell Youar Ma

233 Les Sirenes Waltz

236 Kitse King *

237 Locekes™

238 You Nover Miss the Water

239 De Linke Cabins all am Emply Mow

240 Got Erhalie Frenz Den Baiser
(Huayiden

241 B¢ the Congaering Hero Comes®

242 Oh Come in Beautilal Trresms

243 Juost ke Soudf Cialop

244 Omly a Dream of My Mother®

245 Mancy Lee*

246 Amaryllis®

247 Cormet Solo (W Tell*

248 Wicded froen Mother's Grave®

249 Slumber on Baby Doar®

-T1-

250 The Litle Widow Diumn®

251 Song Without Words, Mo, 19*

15 Em,g Wilhouwt Words, Mo, 20®

253 Jodly Brow" Galop

254 Larbosrd Walch™

255 Scenes that are Brightest

256 Miserere,” from [l Trovatore®

25T I was g Song My Mother Sang®

258 The Blue Albsatian Movsrains®

25% A Song of Summer

260 Cruitean's Trizl Comic End Song

261 D Camp Meeting Fire Bell®

262 Lallaby [Ankbur Sullivan)*

263 Mozart's Minwet, Mo, 1

264 Back to cur Mousizins (11 Trovatee: )

265 Lanterhach Waltz*

266 The Patter of the Shingle™

267 Ask Me not Why (Fille du Regimentj®

268 Amndante, and Gralop®

2689 Chorus from [ Puritan™

2T Emmei’s Lullaby®

2T1 Tz Art g Mear and Yet g0 Fart

272 Mever Take e Horse Show
from ibe Dioor

273 Beuy umd ibe Baby

274 On de Banks ob de Ribber Side

275 Thy Face

278 Down the Shody Grove

27T Some Day I'll Wander Back Agaim

178 Silver Threads Among the Gold

19 Marurka—Fl Alma Enferma®

280 Polka—Flor & un Dda

ZR1 Qwver the Garden Wall®

282 For Goodsess”’ Sake, Doa't Say
I Told You®

2R3 L' Amaour

I84 Theress La Blonds™

IBS The Widow Molar™s Gosi*

ZHG Wait Tl the Clowads Kall By

18T Paddy Dnaffy's Cart™

IBE The Home Schotiische

189 Sweet Litile Stanmie Snow

00 Let Mo Dveam

281 Pegk-a-bon

253

253 Busiely Mazurkn

254 Wies Liber Albes Poldka

285 Greichen Wakiz t

265 F— Mantun In Banden

257 -gnn-em ¥on Thare

258 Dms Zerhrochenoe Ringlein

209 —Hellied

300 Sweet YVoolets



MM —e Will Kol the Closds Away
302 Come in and Shut ibe Door
03 Walte—Muor Far Matur
304 In the Gloaming
5 Laurn Waliz, No. 2
{Beggar Studert)
306 Leurn Weliz, Mo, 4
{Reggar Studerd)
JT =ucke- Lager March
102 Waltz, The Beautiful Blus Darube.
[t |
309 Walte, The Beautitul Blue Danobe.
Mo, &
310 —iwine for Thee the Maiden's Wincanh
311 Walke, from The Chames of Carneville
312 Apajune March
313 Violone Polka, (rom The Merry Wart
314 Pizscato from Syivia (7)
313 The Sizphasie Gavolie (1)
Y16 —-, Ichi Bam
T Gond Might Diarling, Come Tomomow
318 Baby's Lulaky
e the Kitchen Range

330 Always Gallam Polks

321 Wigarin Polosnise

32} Wale—Les Roses

323 Polka—La Bones Bouche

324 The Pamde March

325 Fairy Tales Waliz

326 Send Dem Up a Higher andl a Hipghes
32T Tenting om the (Md Camg Ground
123 March of the Cameron Men

129 Presty Linde Drask Mhee Eves
130 Ah! This i Leap Year

331 Her Sofl Bown Eyes

132 Happy Greetings ai the Gate
333 Angel Bring a Kiss from Moiher
334 The Mew Elecirc Light

335 The Telephone Wonder

336 T'm a Farmer's Merry Daugher
337 Fairy Geosgia Ann

33 The Old Broken Bridge

X La Petite Coquette Walle, Ma. 1
340 Bicwele Wallz, MNo. 1

341 The Leiter That Mever Came
342 Rock-abye Raby

STVIE A =5 MATE-l=
il
BT L L R .
g T Sle 4§50
. p“’. i o r i = T80
,.:‘-""F ';:-I_ﬁd.';hsl ) .\!,_ i i [l
AR I e Sl 1299

o

Shwle STARD

}ﬁ"-ﬂl’[[lll forsent '. Wi ] -"._

aF CeMELAT ATYRE

-12-



